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THE FRAGILE HUMAN 
EXHIBITION AND SYMPOSION

Curated by Madeleine Schwinge
8 October 2022, 11am—6.30pm

Price: 225€

re:future Lab
Institute for Art and Future Design 

Reinbeckstr. 32
12459 Berlin

re:future Lab
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The Event 
A sensorial journey to shape new realities in which everything, through 
experimental approach, is better in some pretty profound and radical ways. 

It is a chance to dive into the hidden facets of our relationship to food, to 
others, to ourselves. Once you opt in, you encounter the pivotal moment when 
obsolete rituals and secular memories are left over, you move to—and from—
the otherness through interwoven dreamscapes.

Inspirational to this is Plato’s Symposion, a fictional dialog with some of the 
pioneering thinkers at his time. They would discuss the most pressing topics, 
and often controversial theories, while sharing a banquet hosted by the 
philosopher. 

Expect insightful exchanges and edgy experiences with catalyst thinkers and 
practitioners from the fields of art, design, and beyond.

The event is tailored to hand-picked profiles and limited to 10 participants.

The Topic 
THE FRAGILE HUMAN refers to the upheavals of the present and to our 
uncertain, hazardous and trembling existence. How to stay ‚hopeful troubled’ 
and to envisage sustainable ways to navigate towards better futures? 

The experience will be nurtured with a keynote about some fragments of 
inspirations related to silence, fragility, the Human and mundane products—be 
it in art history, philosophy, music, design, and culture—, an exhibition of 
contextual design, the smell of clay, loam, and hay, the taste of radically local 
seasonal food, and the unspoken communality of a Silence Meal. 

The Silence Meal is a performative meal by Finnish artist Nina Backman. It 
follows a specific frame and is officially opened when the artist sits down. 
What will emerge in place of silent interaction? Yet, removing the ingredient of 
the spoken word, guests are left free to explore the ritual of eating, and a 
myriad of perceptions that can be physical, emotional, spiritual or cultural.
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The Venue 
The Symposion will take place at re:future Lab, Berlin. 

The re:future Lab is nestled in Spreehalle—Oberschöneweide, the birthplace 
of former AEG Transformatorenwerk. From here, at the turn of the 1900’s, the 
rise of Berlin to the ‚Electropolis’, Europe’s industrial metropolis, began. 

It is now one of the city’s 11 ‘future places’ with galleries and artist studios, as 
well as industries in the fields of energy, sensor technology, ICT, education 
and media, joint by the creative scene. Amongst its gems, startups and grow-
ups: the University of Applied Sciences (HTW), the Technology and Start-up 
Center (TGS), and the soon-to-be “Berlins neuer Zukunftsstandort” Behrens-
Ufer. 

What better home ground for re:future Lab Institute for Art and Future Design, 
to incubate and catalyze ideas for New Futures?

The Organiser 
The re:future Lab is a hybrid hub for transformative learning through the prism 
of art. It was founded by artist, curator and systemic facilitator Madeleine 
Schwinge to help individuals and organizations navigate through the 
uncertainties and fragilities of post-industrial life, find new sense and visions, 
and initiate a re-configuration process for alternative paths to desirable 
(viable) futures. 

The re:future Lab is committed to a discerning selection of its program 
attendees that can combine, to spark a fermentation of ideas and a fertile 
friction (fiction) in line with our curation. This approach is based on the 
principles of interconnectedness, diversity and equity. 

Our curated community helps you to connect and collaborate with thought 
leaders, pioneers, change makers, and art experts.
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The Agenda 

8 OCT. 2022 
Welcome 10.30—11am

KEYNOTE 
The Fragile Human
MADELEINE SCHWINGE 
11am—12pm
Apéro 12—1pm

SILENCE MEAL 
A performative shared meal
NINA BACKMAN
1—3pm

ARTIST INTERVIEW 
Silence in culture & Artistic 
Intelligence
NINA BACKMAN, 
GESINE BORCHERDT 
3.30—4.30pm

TRANSFER MODERATION 
What will you bring back from this 
journey to navigate the next 
destinations? 
MADELEINE SCHWINGE
5—6pm

Chat & dream
6—6.30pm

THE FRAGILE HUMAN 

EXHIBITION  
HORTULANUS—Johanna 
Seelemann
15 Sept.—5 Nov. 2022

SYMPOSION 
8 Oct. 2022
keynote, performative shared 
meal, artist interview, transfer 
moderation
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NINA BACKMAN


Finnish artist and 
environmental activist 
(Malmö Museum Stockholm, 
The Aedes Metropolitan 
Laboratory Architekturforum 
Berlin, Berliner Festspiele). 

Nina has exhibited 
worldwide, her work can be 
found in both private and 
public collections. 

JOHANNA SEELEMANN


Conceptual designer (‘Icon 
Design 100 Talents to watch’, 
Haus am Waldsee Berlin, 
V&A Museum London, 
Serpentine Galleries). 

Johanna teaches Product 
Design for Bachelor and 
Design for Master at the 
Iceland Academy of the Arts, 
and the Studio for Immediate 
Spaces (Sandberg Instituut, 
Netherlands).

The Artists
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GESINE BORCHERDT


Art historian, curator, art 
journalist (Die Welt, ART, 
BLAU International, Art 
Review). 

Gesine has been teaching at 
art academies (Ruhr-
Universität Bochum and 
Universität der Künste, 
Berlin). 

She has contributed to major 
artist publications and 
exhibition catalogues, such 
as the 12th Berlin Biennale. 

MADELEINE SCHWINGE


Founder of the re:future Lab, 
director curation & education, 
systemics counselor (WFSF 
World Future Studies 
Federation, Gesellschaft für 
künstlerische Forschung, 
Württembergischer 
Kunstverein Stuttgart, Social 
Art Award). 

Madeleine holds a degree in 
economics and is trained in 
systemic counselling, 
curation, art history and the 
visual arts. 

Learn about her concept of 
transformative learning in 
EMBARKING FUTURE®, 
Future Design Through The 
Prism Of Art, an article just 
issued in Human Futures 
Magazine, the publisher: 
WFSF—World Futures 
Studies Federation, a Unesco 
Partner.

The Faculty
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A LEXANDRE FLECK


The natural wines will be 
provided and selected by a 
Berlin-based French 
oenologue. 

Alexandre is the co-founder 
of Neukölln's new wine bar 
Sacrebleu!

L ISA MARI 
WILLEBOORDSE


Born in the fertile coastal soil 
of Zeeland, Netherlands, Lisa 
Mari recently performed with 
Baldon at Art Biesenthal. 

She agreed to make a loop at 
re:future Lab before pursuing 
new adventures in Oaxaca-
Mexico. 

She will bring a radically local 
farm-to-fork seasonal menu 
and autumn treats.

The Culinary Team
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The Tickets 

PRICE 
225€
incl. 19% VAT

This includes: an exhibition, a 3-
course performative meal with wine 
pairing, a keynote and a transfer 
moderation, an artist interview, and 
a re:future Friends certificate. 

Future-Patrons get 5% off 
Find more on our membership 
program: www.re-f-lab.com 

BROWSE OUR PROGRAM

REGISTER NOW
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Don't be shy,
Get in touch with your future!

 
Participation will be confirmed 

after registration. 
First come—first serve.

Please register via
mail@re-f-lab.com

re:future Lab
Institute for Art and Future Design

re:future Lab GmbH  
Reinbeckstr. 32

12459 Berlin
Germany

www.re-f-lab.com

‘The outcome of an 

experiment is just 

something you have not 

expected before’

—John Cage
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Follow us

Instagram 
LinkedIn 
Facebook

THE SILENCE PROJECT, Nina Backman
ANCB—The Metropolitan Laboratory  
Berlin, Germany (2014) 
© Nina Backman


