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THE ENTROPIC DREAM
Exhibition and Symposion

Curated by Madeleine Schwinge
4—5 November 2022, 11am—6pm

Price: 750€

re:future Lab
Institute for Art and Future Design 

Reinbeckstr. 32
12459 Berlin

re:future Lab
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The Topic 
THE ENTROPIC DREAM refers to the upheavals of the present and our 
existence in a highly volatile, ambiguous, and unpredictable environment.

All things start from an initial point of disorder. Entropy, like decay or ruin, is 
now a topical concept that infiltrates us, the world—and the economic, social 
and political systems in which we live. As individuals, we are imbued by this 
substratum. Yet, we often tend to follow the universal law (of all matter and 
energy) to a state of inert uniformity. 

How can we stay the ‘hopeful troubled’ for better futures? 

Shall we pursue less ‘noise’, less disturbance, more stability (in our projects, 
lives, dreams)? Or shall we explore, learn, and practice the multiple—often 
contradictory—dynamics of (inner, outer) systems? 

This symposion is set at a tipping point where disorder is at its peak, to 
navigate and dream the conditions for reconfiguring new norms.

The Event 
The 2-day immersive experience will be nurtured by a keynote on fragments 
of inspirations—such as apperception, emergence, silence, transformation, 
fiction, Human, and mundane products; an exhibition of contextual design; the 
smell of clay, loam; and hay, and the visual impulses of a film on ‘silence and 
transformation in motion’ as hiatus, rupture, and versatility. 

Expect insightful exchanges with thinkers and practitioners from the fields of 
art, design, and beyond. As a highlight, a panel on some of the most forefront 
concepts to design new urban realities—upcycling, co-design, social-, system- 
and speculative design, will be complemented by a co-creation session to 
experiment with the first steps to forge new ground and ideas. 

The event is tailored to hand-picked profiles and limited to 10 participants.
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The Venue 
The Symposion will take place at re:future Lab, Berlin. 

The re:future Lab is nestled in Spreehalle—Oberschöneweide, the birthplace 
of former AEG Transformatorenwerk. From here, at the turn of the 1900’s, the 
rise of Berlin to the ‘Electropolis’, Europe’s industrial metropolis, began. 

It is now one of the city’s 11 ‘future places’ with galleries and artist studios, as 
well as industries in the fields of energy, sensor technology, ICT, education 
and media, joint by the creative scene. Amongst its gems, startups and grow-
ups: the University of Applied Sciences (HTW), the Technology and Start-up 
Center (TGS), and the soon-to-be “Berlins neuer Zukunftsstandort” Behrens-
Ufer. 

What better home ground for re:future Lab Institute for Art and Future Design, 
to incubate and catalyze ideas for New Futures?

The Organiser 
The re:future Lab is a hybrid hub for transformative learning through the prism 
of art. It was founded by artist, curator and systemic facilitator Madeleine 
Schwinge to help individuals and organizations navigate through the 
uncertainties and fragilities of post-industrial life, find new sense and visions, 
and initiate a re-configuration process for alternative paths to desirable 
(viable) futures. 

The re:future Lab is committed to a discerning selection of its program 
attendees that can combine, to spark a fermentation of ideas and a fertile 
friction (fiction) in line with our curation. This approach is based on the 
principles of interconnectedness, diversity and equity. 

Our curated community helps you to connect and collaborate with thought 
leaders, pioneers, change makers, and art experts.
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The Method 
‘Artistic Intelligence‘ is a prerequisite for individuals, organizations and society 
to tackle ‘The Great Transformation‘ ahead of us. 

Art and design play an important role in cultural identity, cross-sector 
innovation and societal transformation. They help create shared visions and 
utopias, foster empathy, change attitudes and mindsets. They provide 
emancipatory potential, open up new perspectives and foster purpose-driven 
impact. 

This is where the EMBARKING FUTURE® meta-method comes in: based on 
circularity, feedback-loops and change in perspectives, it breaks with linear 
patterns and merges knowledge from the arts and systems thinking. This 
method—drawn from the humanities, natural sciences, visual culture, 
architecture, philosophy, sociology, and biology—is both a curatorial frame for 
our exhibition program and the underlying structure of our transdisciplinary 
learning labs. These range from symposia to transfer workshops, lectures and 
panels, to 1:1 mentoring sessions. 

Through immersive interventions and the EMBARKING FUTURE® meta-
method, the re:future Lab program aims to facilitate navigation through 
unknown territories, expand horizons and approach new visions. 
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The Agenda 

4 NOV. 2022 
Welcome 10.30—11am

KEYNOTE 
The Entropic Dream
MADELEINE SCHWINGE 
11am—12pm

EXPERT PANEL 
Transformation Design
PROF. PELIN CELIK, 
JOHANNA SEELEMANN, 
JUTTA WERNER 12—1pm

Lunch 1—2pm

FILM ESSAY & 
LECTURE 
Silence & Transformation in 
motion
JAN-PHILIPP FRÜHSORGE
2—3.30pm

TRANSFER 
MODERATION 
What will you bring back to 
navigate next destinations? 
MADELEINE SCHWINGE
4—5pm

Chat & dream
5—5.30pm

THE ENTROPIC 
DREAM 

EXHIBITION  
HORTULANUS—Johanna 
Seelemann
15 Sept.—5 Nov. 2022

SYMPOSION 
4—5 Nov. 2022
keynote, expert panel, film 
essay & lecture, workshop, 
transfer moderation

5 NOV. 2022 
Welcome 9.30—10am

WORKSHOP 
Co-design for raw ideas
JOHANNA SEELEMANN
10am—12.30pm

Lunch 12.30—1pm

WORKSHOP 
Speculative Diaries on 
silence & transformation
MADELEINE SCHWINGE 
1—3.30pm

TRANSFER 
MODERATION 
How far and free can you 
dream? 
MADELEINE SCHWINGE
4—5pm

Chat & dream
5—6pm
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HORTULANUS, Johanna Seelemann. 2021-22
Credit. Johanna Seelemann
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JOHANNA SEELEMANN


Conceptual designer (‘Icon 
Design 100 Talents to watch’, 
Haus am Waldsee Berlin, 
V&A Museum London, 
Serpentine Galleries). 

Johanna teaches Product 
Design for Bachelor and 
Design for Master at the 
Iceland Academy of the Arts, 
and the Studio for Immediate 
Spaces (Sandberg Instituut, 
Netherlands).

The Artist
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JAN-PHILIPP 
FRÜHSORGE


Curator, art historian and film 
critic, Jan founded an 
eponymous gallery in the 
early 2000’s, a pioneer and 
one-off in Germany to 
promote exclusively 
contemporary drawing. He 
was involved with top-notch 
collections (Berlinische 
Galerie, Hamburger 
Kunsthalle, Kunsthalle 
Karlsruhe, Fondation 
Guerlain Paris, Sammlung 
Akademie der Künste).

This past experience has 
established him as a 
recognised expert, whether 
as a consultant to private 
collectors or as a guest 
lecturer—University of West 
England in Bristol and Paris 
College of Art. 

The Faculty

PROF. PELIN CELIK


Professor for Industrial 
Design and Systemic Design 
at the HTW Berlin since 
2017, her research focuses 
on Holistic Human 
Experience, Systems 
Thinking and participative 
design processes.

As an industrial designer she 
worked for well-known 
agencies and companies and 
received numerous national 
and international awards. 

She is deputy chairwoman of 
the board of the International 
Design Center Berlin (IDZ 
Berlin), Jury Member of the 
UX Design Award and 
scientific fellow of the 
Kompetenzzentrum für 
Kultur- und Kreativwirtschaft 
des Bundes.

1/2
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JUTTA WERNER


Designer and architect, 
founder of NOMAD, a design 
and production agency for 
recycled and handcrafted 
rugs that won the Green 
Product Award 2021, the 
German Design Award 2019, 
and has been listed in 
Dezeen Awards 2021.

Prior to launching her own 
company, Jutta had a 
successful career with 
international interior design 
companies such as Dedon, 
Ligne Roset, JAB Anstoetz 
and Vorwerk. 

She is a Jury Member of If 
Award, and German Design 
Award.

MADELEINE SCHWINGE


Founder of the re:future Lab, 
director curation & education, 
systemics counselor (WFSF 
World Future Studies 
Federation, Gesellschaft für 
künstlerische Forschung, 
Württembergischer 
Kunstverein Stuttgart, Social 
Art Award). 

Madeleine holds a degree in 
economics and is trained in 
systemic counselling, 
curation, art history and the 
visual arts. 

Learn about her concept of 
transformative learning in 
EMBARKING FUTURE®, 
Future Design Through The 
Prism Of Art, an article just 
issued in Human Futures 
Magazine, the publisher: 
WFSF—World Futures 
Studies Federation, a Unesco 
Partner.

The Faculty 2/2
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Gigamap Diary, Marlon Escobar Saupe
HTW—Hochschule für Technik und Wirtschaft Berlin, 
System Design
Credit . HTW
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A LEXANDRE FLECK


The food and natural wines 
will be provided and selected 
by a Berlin-based French 
oenologue and his team.

Alexandre is the co-founder 
of Neukölln's new wine bar 
Sacrebleu!

The Culinary Partner
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The Tickets 

PRICE 
750€
incl. 19% VAT

Early Bird 675€ until 15 October

This includes: a keynote, an expert 
panel, a film essay & lecture, a 
workshop, transfer moderations, a 
re:future Friends certificate, as well 
as food and drinks.

Future-Patrons get 5% off 
Find more on our membership 
program: www.re-f-lab.com 

BROWSE OUR PROGRAM

REGISTER NOW
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“Creating a place where 
protagonists from art and 
science meet and debate 
the question—How do we 
want to live?—is the right 
approach to jointly 
develop ideas that make 
our world a little better 
and our thinking freer. In 
Berlin, an important step 
has been taken to turn 
visions into reality”

—Gesine Borcherdt. WELT AM 

SONNTAG, 12 March 2022
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Don't be shy,
Get in touch with 

your future!
 

Participation will be 
confirmed after 

registration. 
First come—first 

serve.
Please register via
mail@re-f-lab.com

re:future Lab
Institute for Art and Future 

Design
re:future Lab GmbH  

Reinbeckstr. 32
12459 Berlin

Germany
www.re-f-lab.com

“The outcome of 
an experiment is 
just something 
you have not 
expected before” 

—John Cage
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Follow us

Instagram 
LinkedIn 
Facebook

re:future Lab, Berlin


